was only three years old, and he was brought up at Chertsey by his mother and uncle, who belonged to a naval family. He received his education at a private school at Englefield Green, on the border of Windsor Forest, but was mainly self-taught, familiarising himself by a long course of reading with the best examples of Latin, Greek, French and Italian literature, as well as those of his own country, and giving considerable attention to music and applied mechanics. After a short experience in commercial life, which he found distasteful, he declined to pursue it further, and retired to live with his mother, who was possessed of but narrow means, and probably appeared to the world at large, as to Charles Clairmont, "an idly disposed kind of man." A secretaryship to Sir Home Popham, during the naval operations off the Scheldt in 1808-1809, was an interesting episode in his career, but led to nothing permanent. In 1809 his poem, "The Genius of the Thames," was published, and in the same year he paid a long visit to Wales which had much influence on the development of his genius. For some years he continued to write poetry of an ambitious character for which he then had but few qualifications; but in 1815 he conceived the happy idea of treating the oddities of Welsh society in a humorous novel, largely
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